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The big news this month is the Special General Conference (SGC) to be held  

in St. Louis from February 23rd through the 26th specifically taking up the issue 
of human sexuality. Often we think that any General Conference (GC) really 
doesnôt affect a local church, but in fact, every General Conference does!  
This time around, it seems more people are paying attention. To help us            
understand how the SGC operates and who the representatives are, I will be 
making a presentation on this subject on Wednesday, February 20th at 5:30 
pm in the Assembly Room. By having this information in your hands, 
you may be able to interpret the news stories coming out of the sessions   
during and after the event is over. Iôve attended three GCôs, not as a delegate 
but rather as an observer or resource person, and often discovered that news 
stories look for the sensational rather than things of substance. Please donôt 
think that these news stories are false, because they often are not, but rather 
the real substance of what is done goes under-reported or ignored. Then on 
Saturday, March 2, at 10 am - 12 noon, Bishop Hoshibata will be      
reporting on this SGC by technology at four locations which will be announced 
later. The Commission on General Conference, which plans the lawmaking   
assemblies, has set the delegate number at 864 ð about 58 percent from the 
United States and 30 percent from Africa. The remaining delegates are from 
the Philippines, Europe and Eurasia as well as 10 from "concordat" churches 
with which The United Methodist Church has formal relationships. 

On another matter, Faith in Action Sunday scheduled for March 17th has been 
cancelled and postponed. Former chairs have had to step back because of  
personal time commitments. To make this event successful, it requires four to 
five months of planning. If youôre interested in providing leadership and      
organizing this event for a future date, please let me know.  

On January 18, 2019, six East Valley UMC's joined together to volunteer at 
Feed My Starving Children, which provides nutritious meals to children     
worldwide.  Over the course of the five shifts of that day (each was 2 hours), 
United Methodists helped pack 187,488 meals, which were shipped to El     
Salvador. In just one day, we ensured that 404 children will receive nutritious 
meals for one year!   

 

Pastor Mel 
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Electronic 

Giving 

Electronic giving is a 

direct debit program 

where your 

contribution is debited 

automatically from 

your checking or 

savings account, 

either weekly or 

monthly.  This is an 

easy way to fulfill 

your stewardship 

commitment, even 

when you are unable 

to attend church.  You 

can pick up an 

authorization form in 

the church office, and 

talk to Sia Sikalu for 

further details.  

CHECK OUT our new 

option to give with a 

debit/credit card on 

our website at 
firstchurchofmesa.com 

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPCOMING SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preaching Schedule: 

Traditional Worship 9 am 

Feb 3rd  Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Sermon: A Heart Transplant 

Feb 10th   Jeremiah 1:1-10 
Sermon: Jeremiah was a... 

Feb 17th  Jeremiah 7:1-15 
Sermon: Trouble with a Capital ñTò 

Feb 24th  Romans 12:9-21 
Youth Sunday 

Coffee House Worship 11:30 am 

Theme: The Jesus I Never Knew 

Feb 3rd  A Revolution of Grace 

Feb 10th  Jesusô Miracles 

Feb 17  Jesusô Death & Resurrection 

Feb 24th  Guest Speakers: 
Tracy & Scott Thompson 

All events take place Sundays nights 
from 5 to 7 p.m. in the FLC and in-
clude a meal  unless otherwise noted. 

 
Saturday Feb 2nd Service Project at 
Helen's Hope Chest 9-11 AM 

Feb 3rd No Youth  

Feb 10th Hiking at Usery Mountain 
Park 11:30 am-3pm 

Feb 17th Volleyball & Practice for 
Youth Sunday  

Feb 24th Youth Sunday at the 9:00 
am Worship Service 

Feb 24th Movie Night    
ñWeôre Not Alone!ò 

 

 

 

 

 

As we are in the midst of our current 
Stewardship Campaign, we seek to      
continue to provide financial support for 
the many ministries represented at First 
United Methodist Church of Mesa. For the 
entire year of 2018, we were able to    
generate a net operating surplus of over 
$20,000.  Effective expense  management 
was the major contributor to this result 
since our  total income was about $7,000 
short of budget. Positive variations to  
budget were achieved in our overall staff 
expense along with the maintenance of our 
facilities and vehicles. Approximately half 
of the operating surplus will be allocated to 
our capital reserves in anticipation of the 
next rainy day. The other half will be   
added to our budgeted apportionments, 
allowing us to raise our annual contribution 
to $50,000, an increase of $5,000 from 
2017.  Although we can be proud of the 
fact that our apportionment contribution 
has been increased in each of the last four 
years, this is still less than half of our   
assigned district apportionments.  

Thank you to all who continue to support 
FUMC of Mesa with your regular           
contributions. Pastor Mel has informed us 
that only 35% of our  congregation       
actually submit pledge cards to formalize 
their intentions about giving. This lack of 
formal   commitments makes it             
difficult to plan the ongoing operations of 
the church. We strongly encourage each of 
you to pray for what the right amount of 
giving is for you and your family and to 
formalize that by filling out a pledge card 
for 2019. 

 Sincerely,  

The Finance Committee 

Thank you to all who participate in the 
Fryôs Community Rewards to benefit First 
Church. Linking your VIP card is easy to do 
and does not affect your rewards points. If 
you need help or have questions, please 
see Peggy Tenney at church of call her at 
602-510-2088. Every little bit helps! 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

M-TH: 

9 am to 2 pm 

PH: 480-969-5577 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

http://www.firstchurchofmesa.com


Page 3 
  

 

Publication 

Deadlines 

Sunday Bulletins /  

Announcements 

Wednesday Noon 

Spire Deadline 

All articles to be  

submitted to the church 

office no later than     

March 10th 
 

(Holidays and vacations may 

advance or delay these dead-

lines by a day or two.) 

Flowers 

To place flowers on the 

Lordôs Table in honor or 

memory of someone 

special contact  the 

Church Office at   

480-969-5577 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The All-Church Camp committee will be 
holding a Rummage Sale on March 1st  
from 7 am to 3 pm and on March 2nd from 
7 am to 12 pm. Drop off of items to     
donate will be accepted in Fellowship Hall 
on the dates & times below. Please do not 
drop off items before this or to the office. 
We are not able to pick-up donations.  

Drop off times:  
2/23 from 9 am to 1 pm 
2/24 from 10 am to 12 pm 
2/25 ï 2/28 from 9 am to 1 pm & from 6 
pm to 8 pm 

We need volunteers to help with sorting, 
set-up and clean-up. If you are able to 
volunteer or have any questions about  
the sale, please contact Janet Gorin at       

480-964-7786 or gorinaz@cox.net Φ 

 

Thank you First Church of Mesa! 
I am Ezechiel Habwawihe from      
Burundi. I graduated with a bachelor's 
degree in health services manage-
ment from Africa University, in     
Zimbabwe.  It was possible because  
of your sponsorship. 

It is with joy I am writing to you, to 
express my heart felt thanks, after I 
discovered that your church is the one 
which supported me during my under-
graduate studies. When I joined Africa 
University, I was confused, hopeless, 
and I had lost everything. Your   
scholarship helped me to regain my 
self esteem, now I am a man with a 
vision and already in the world helping 
the needy. I have always told myself 
that: "the day I find out who  my 
sponsors are, I will celebrate with 
them". This is the day, God bless you 
abundantly, you are helping lives and 
you are making changes around the 
world. I will share the good news with 
my family and everyone around me; I 
believe your work isnôt in vain. I hope 
one day I will be able to visit the 
church over there. 

I always dream big, I am now looking 
forward to do my PHD in policy    
studies and I know it shall be with the 
help of the Almighty God. 

Thank you. 

Ezechiel Habwawihe 

Save the Date! 
Annual Church Picnic 
 

April 7th 

Pioneer Park 
after Worship 

mailto:gorinaz@cox.net
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FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 02/03 Hill, Wayne 

02/03 Moore, Kathryn 

02/03 Tapaatoutai, Tame 

02/04 Haines, Ruth Ann 

02/04 Rittenhouse, Emma 

02/06 Birge, Evelyn 

02/06 Tatom, Will 

02/07 Cummings-John, Duni 

02/07 McCarthy, Jan 

02/07 Snodgrass, John 

02/10 Harker, Jo Anne 

02/11 Likens, Nancy 

02/14 Heath, Mary 

02/14 Miller, Herb 

02/15 Adams, Julia 

02/15 Mehrer, Emily 

02/15 Parker, Will 

02/15 White, Chuck 

02/17 Perry, Pat 

02/18 Jones, Jay 

02/19 Byers, Arline 

02/21 Fransen, Dillon 

02/21 Krstich, Faith 

02/22 Mincks, David 

02/23 Noyes, Nathan 

02/23 Tatom, Keller 

02/25 Winestock, Mark 

02/26 Young, Matthew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/06 Ramsey, Jeff & Michelle 
02/25 Miller, Linda & Sonny 

 

 

Kids pre-school thru 
6th grade are invited to 
join us for childrenôs 
worship after the  

Childrenôs Moments in 
the 9 am service. 

Pick-up after church in 
Room D. 

 

Please note: First Kids 
does not meet on the 
1st Sunday of each 
month so that children 

can  spend  
Communion Sunday  
in worship with their 

families. 

 

Jan 23  Meatloaf 

Jan 30  Baked Ziti 

Feb 5  Turkey Dinner 

Feb 12  Pork BBQ 

Feb 26  Baked Potato Bar 

Mar 5  Grilled Burgers & 
  Brats 

Mar 12  Spaghetti Dinner 

Mar 19  Asian Stir-Fry 

Mar 26  Beef Tips in Gravy 

Name Tag month! 

If youôre not in the 
habit of wearing 
your name tag on 
Sunday morning, 
youôre encouraged 
to do so during 
February. Youôll be 
able to match the 
name and face of 
those who you may 
or may not know. 


