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RENNICK’S REFLECTIONS 

Spencer Johnson wrote a fable about how to cope positively with change using cheese 

as a metaphor for what makes us happy.  The title of the book is Who Moved My 
Cheese? and suggests steps to contentment and satisfaction in ever changing environ-
ments.  I am finding myself in a similar mood as we enter the Fall season.  In this case 
my question is “Who moved my Summer?”  It just seems students ended another 
school season and people were in full vacation mode. Now we are starting the final 
quarter of the year. 

I want to take a few moments to celebrate a couple items and highlight some events 
and opportunities that are coming soon.  Consider these as “Save the Date” recommen-
dations as we live faith and love life through Jesus Christ at First Church. 

This month we celebrate the first anniversary of our Youth Director, Nicholle Hansen. 
When she began in September 2015 she inherited an enthusiastic group of 11 youth 
with a desire and a passion to grow.  A year later, an average of 25 youth are active. 
You can check out their mission trip from this summer at www.youtube.com/
firstchurchmesa and click on “Mission Trip 2016 Recap Video.” 

Also, Vacation Bible School, led by Children’s Ministry Director Claire Hansen explored 
the depths of God’s love for 30 plus children. 

Now here’s what’s ahead… 

Have you ever wanted to learn more about First Church, the United Methodist Church, 
and how to unite in membership?  September 11th & 18th at 10:30am I’ll be leading a 
class called “First Church 101” in the Adult Lounge.  

October will be a busy month as we welcome the Uganda Children’s Choir to lead us in 
worship on World Communion Sunday, October 2nd, at the 9:00am service.  The fol-
lowing weekend, October 7th-9th, is our “All Church Camp” at Mingus Mountain. This is 
a time for relaxing and connecting with others and with God in nature. 

Something new to us for the Advent season will be a “Blue Christmas” service on De-
cember 21st at 6:00pm. We recognize that for some people the holiday season can be 
like salt in a wound due to the loss of loved one who is not present during a time when 
many people tend to be filled with joy and happiness. This service will include poetry 
readings, songs, and moments for reflection and prayer. 

You’ll want to follow The Spire and the Sunday Announcements for additional events 
and opportunities that I haven’t named in this article.  Because there is much, much 
more! 

As First Church grows to be an inclusive community of God’s reconciling love it is my 
prayer that you discover us a welcoming place to call your church home, along with 
something that you’d want to give away to others with an invitation to be a part of our 
transformation to living faith and loving life in Jesus Christ.  

See you in church! 

David 

 

http://fumcmesa.org/
http://www.twitter.com/firstchurchmesa
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OUR VISION 

We strive to reach 

out to the 

community 

through:   

   A ministry of 

continuous 

spiritual growth;  

   A ministry with 

children, youth, 

and families in all 

their diversity, 

and;  

  A ministry of 

music and the 

arts. 

 

THERE’S AN 

APP FOR 

THAT! 

You can now easily keep up 

with First Church on your 

smart phone or tablet by 

downloading our 

FUMC of Mesa app! 

There you will find a 

calendar, videos, live stream, 

electronic bulletin, 

announcements and more! 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE WELCOMING TEAM 

New Member Reception 

Join us for a New Member Re-
ception on Sunday, September 
25 at 10:00 AM.  Cake will be 
provided for everyone as we 
celebrate the newest members 
of First Church.  We will be 
recognizing those who have 
joined our church during the 
last year (August, 2015 - Sep-
tember, 2016).  Invitations will 
be sent to those who have 
joined our church, including 
our Confirmands.  However, if 
somehow we have missed you, 
please be sure to let us know 
and PLEASE join in the festivi-
ties! 

Luncheon for the Ugandan 
Kid’s Choir and our        
Congregation 

On Sunday, October 2, we will 
host a luncheon between ser-
vices for the visiting children’s 
choir, the Ugandan Kid’s Choir, 
as well as our congrega-
tion!  Ed will cater the event 
for us so no one needs to bring 
any food. We will, however, 
ask for donations.  

The Ugandan Kid’s Choir will 
be arriving on Friday, Septem-
ber 30 and will be staying with 
some of our members. The 
Choir will perform during the 
9:00 service and then need to 
eat before leaving for their 
next destination on their 
tour.  Let’s show our support of 
this wonderful group by at-
tending the luncheon! 

Community Rewards 

Fry’s is requiring that your re-
register for the Community Rewards 
Program. If you have any questions 
about this process or to enroll 
please contact Peggy Tenney  at 
602-510-2088. Peggy also has key 
fobs for Albertsons. 

We are excited to announce that we 
have begun Live Streaming our 
9:00am worship services! You can 
find us on your smartphone by 
downloading our new app "FUMC of 
Mesa" and clicking the Live Stream 
link. Or, if you prefer to watch on 
your computer at home, please visit  
www.livestream.com/
firstchurchmesa! 

Upcoming Events                      

All events will take place in the 

FLC from 5-7 PM and include 

dinner unless otherwise noted. 

September 4  

Slickables ice cream and Pokemon 

hunting on Main Street  $3 

September 11  

September 11th memorial service 

and tree planting 

September 16  

Lock in with service opportunity at 

Feed My Starving Children 7:30pm-

7:00am $10 

September 18  

No youth due to lock In    

September 25  

Domestic violence program and  

service project with A New Leaf 

shelter 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 
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Congrats to all our   
birthdays &          

anniversaries!  If 
your name is not on 

our list (or if you 
know of someone 
who should be), 
please call the 

church office so we 
may update our 

information. We truly 
do not mean to leave 

anyone out. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 
9/21 Makayla Royer 

9/22 Margaret  R. Desenberg 

9/22 Evelyn Rountree 

9/22 Judy Thuenen 

9/22 William Valenzuela 

9/22 Anthony Whitford 

9/23 Juanita Barefoot 

9/23 Abagail Lauren Cummings 

9/23 Loretta Smith 

9/23 Theresa Whitford 

9/25 Ann Baum 

9/26 Naiatea Kaleopa 

9/26 Rick Lucchesi 

9/26 Linda Phillips 

9/26 Peggy Tenney 

9/27 Donny Grace 

9/27 Kayce Kaleopa 

9/27 Inez Larry 

9/28 Alysa Justice 

9/29 Evelyn Losey 

9/30 Mary Kopf 

9/30 Kathy Larson 

9/30 Mason Robinson 

9/1 Stan Carroll 

9/1 Nicole Kuck 

9/2 Yemi Cummings-John 

9/3 Jeannine Huffer 

9/3 Erinn Tatom 

9/3 Jim Warden 

9/6 Emma Mozurkewich 

9/8 Breana Nelson 

9/8 Jim Ripley 

9/8 Randall Thuenen 

9/8 Stella Woodcock 

9/11 Debbie Pirlo 

9/12 Terry Lewis 

9/13 Eleanore Christensen 

9/13 Vanessa Mayberry 

9/13 Thomas Meter 

9/13 Raymond Mindrup 

9/13 Vera M. Vasko 

9/14 Siokatame Tapaatoutai Sr. 

9/15 Mary Jo Courtright 

9/15 Phyllis Haworth 

9/15 Betty Jo Patterson 

9/15 Krissi Sellers 

9/16 Mary Kaye 

9/17 Seth Standage 

9/17 Jonathan Thuenen 

9/18 Ryan Kain 

9/20 Sandra Stevenson 

9/20 William Tolentino, Jr. 

9/21 Jeanette Bartlow 

9/21 Layla Harris 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

9/7 Ripley, Jim & Pam 

9/12 Hakaumotu, Tevita & Puii  V. 

9/13 Sellers, Mike & Krissi 

9/16 Thuenen, Randall & Judy 

9/27 Blais, Raymond & Tracy 

9/29 Losey, Evelyn & Marvin 
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